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 Symposium on Junior Cycle
_________________________________________
WHY CHANGE?

Would the student experience improve if we managed to address..
· The dominating effect of the Junior Certificate examination on teaching and learning practice and on school organisation and structures.
Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The absence of any significant curriculum flexibility which would allow for engagement with other areas of interest to teachers and students and areas of local interest or need.
Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· A curriculum that is seen as inflexible and overcrowded.
Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]


Comment ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The disengagement of many students at an early stage in the junior cycle.
Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The inadequate time available for learners to engage with deeper learning.
Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

· The narrow range of assessment activity, both in terms of examinations and in general teaching and learning.
Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment _______________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

· The limited access to a single qualification.
Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

What kind of change are we talking about?

· Any change would need to build on what already works well but, at the same time, it would need to create enough space for new ideas and innovative approaches and practices to emerge in schools.
Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Schools should be well resourced to change from within, but will also need external assistance and support to do so.
Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
· The kind of developments involved will encourage some difference to emerge among and between schools. Some schools will feel disposed towards taking small, incremental steps forward while others will have a greater need and appetite for change. The process of change should allow schools to develop at a reasonable pace and in the directions of their choice!

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How should junior

What Should Change?
Pathway 1

· Should every school offer the same junior cycle curriculum, more or less?

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Or should each school, while working within a common curriculum framework, have more freedom to include and use elements of the curriculum in different combinations and ways?

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment
 ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Should schools include in their curriculum courses they have developed themselves?

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment
 _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Should students take fewer subjects?

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Should students take specific core subjects? If so, what should the core subjects be?

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Should literacy and numeracy be prioritised at junior cycle?
Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Pathway 2
We can’t talk about curriculum without considering qualifications and this pathway looks at moving away from the current qualification, the Junior Certificate based solely on performance in the examination, towards the development of a qualification or qualifications based on multiple sources of learning.
A key question in developing junior cycle is how to design qualifications that are suited to and meet the needs of ALL students.

· Should the junior cycle qualification continue to be the Junior Certificate alone? 
Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Is there a need for a qualification that’s more than just the results of an examination?
Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Is there a need for more than one qualification at junior cycle to cater for all students?

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment
 ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Is there a need for a second qualification for students who cannot reach the standard of the Junior Certificate?                                                                    
Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Should all qualifications nationally and internationally be available to schools to offer to their learners?
Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Pathway 3
The third pathway looks at whether junior cycle might be organised or structured differently so as to make the transition from primary school smoother and more coherent and to facilitate the movement towards senior cycle.
· Would stronger bridging with the later years of primary schooling and more flexibility in junior cycle itself improve the three-year cycle?

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Perhaps a 1+2 approach (a one-year transition from primary school followed by a two-year junior cycle) would make the students’ move from primary more seamless and still allow them to engage with significant new learning?

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Maybe a 2+1 approach (a broad two-year junior cycle curriculum followed by a year preparing for the junior cycle qualification and making choices for senior cycle) is the best option for getting students to a point where they can move effectively into senior cycle?

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Would a five-year model (final year of primary school and the fourth year of post-primary school being seen as extensions of junior cycle) provide a radical option which would really make a difference to students’ learning?

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Pathway 4

Everything depends on the learning and teaching that takes place in the classroom and this pathway looks towards a renewal of learning and teaching.
· How can teachers be provided with opportunities to discuss and reflect on teaching and learning with colleagues in and beyond the school?

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· What conditions are necessary for peer learning, self-assessment and self-directed learning to thrive in junior cycle?

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Worldwide, many people promote the concept of greater student involvement in learning (for example, having more opportunities to reflect on and discuss their learning and even having input to curriculum and assessment planning in schools). Is this a trend we should follow in Ireland?

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Pathway 5

Pathway 5 explores the role that examinations as we-know-them should play and whether evidence of learning can be generated as effectively and meaningfully in other ways.
· Would the more negative effects of the examination be diminished sufficiently if Junior Certificate continued, with fewer subjects being examined each year?

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Does a combination of national examinations and locally administered examinations offer the best alternative to the current system?

Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Should examination results and a portfolio of achievement based on evidence of learning form the basis for a new junior cycle qualification?
Agree   [      ]                                         Disagree   [       ]

Comment

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Any other comments:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return by e mail to:       ero@ivea.ie 
For the Attention of:
Pat O Mahoney

Education Research Officer

Irish Vocational Education Association
Thank you
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